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GLORIA RAMINHA, 

 PRESIDENT 

I want to start by thanking everyone attending the convention for your trust and confidence by re-electing me your 2019 ï 2020 

President. I feel privileged to work with a very strong and experienced Board of Directors who are committed to working hard for 

our organization and our industry partners. I appreciate the opportunity to serve as your President and I encourage any of you to 

share your ideas with me and other members of the FWSA Board of Directors. 

The history of FWSA began with the founding of the California Ski Association on October 7, 1930 at a meeting of the Winter 

Sports Committee of the California State Chamber of Commerce at the Palace Hotel in San Francisco where we will be celebrating 

our 90th anniversary next year. Over the course of 89 years our organization has grown to become one of the largest snowsports as-

sociations in the United States. We are a non-profit membership organization of 10 regional councils, 150 clubs, and approximately 

50,000 members in 12 western states. 

The success of FWSA is due to our volunteers who contribute countless hours and expertise to our programs. Thanks also to our 

industry partners and sponsors who through their generosity and support are also instrumental to our growth and success. 

We recently held our 87th Annual Far West Ski Association Convention at the Hyatt Regency Indian Wells Resort and Spa in Indian 

Wells, CA. The success of our Convention is from the many hours of planning and execution by our dedicated volunteers as well as 

the support of our sponsors and donors.  Thank you to all who contributed and made the convention special. The planning and coor-

dination of our Convention was led by Debbi Kor, our Convention Coordinator. She and her Convention Staff did an outstanding 

job. A special thanks goes to Sheila Van Guilder, President of Orange Council, who served as the Host Council Convention Coordi-

nator. Also, thanks to all the Los Angeles Council and Orange Council volunteers for all their hard work and time with assisting at 

the convention.  There are many more volunteers that Iôm not going to name. Without everyone taking time out of their daily lives 

and activities, our conventions would not be the successes that they are. 

The 88th Annual FWSA Convention will be held May 28 ï 31, 2020 in Portland, OR, hosted by the Northwest Ski Club Council 

(NWSCC). I know that this Convention will be one that you shouldnôt miss. NWSCC has been working on this for the past year and 

they have plans for some exciting activities for all attendees. Check out the Convention article in The Councilman or check the web-

site at www.fwsa.org. 

Last February, the North American Ski Week was in Steamboat, Colorado. We had a great group of members who enjoyed skiing, 

parties, dancing and food. We held a mini/adventure trip to Winter Park, Colorado for some great skiing, meet & greet parties and 

some fun times. Additionally, we had an adventure trip sailing in the British Virgin Islands last May. Next yearôs annual North 

American Ski Week will be in Big Sky, Montana along with a mini ski trip at Big White, BC, Canada. 

The annual International Ski Trip was held in Hakuba Valley, Japan with the pre-trip to Niseko and post trip to Kanazawa, Kyoto & 

Tokyo. September 28 ï October 12, 2019, the dive trip will be in the Philippines. In 2020, the International Ski Week will be in 

Davos, Switzerland with a post trip to Portugal and in the fall of 2020, the dive trip will be at Cozumel. 

Far West has an extensive travel program with several trips planned over the next couple of years. Here are some of the locations 

(Continued on page 46) 

Go to page 45 
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Debbi Kor,  

Convention Chairperson 
Fun in the ñO.Cò. Sun 

What FUN we had this year in the O.C. Sun.  The Orange Council of Ski Clubs hosted the 87th Annual Far West Ski Association 

Convention at the beautiful Hyatt Regency Indian Wells Resort & Spa, June 13-16.  Set in the beautiful desert of Indian Wells, Cali-

fornia, our host hotel offered up numerous swimming pools, an on-site golf course, tennis courts, walking paths, and a wonderful spa 

in which to relax, as several of our attendees did on Friday. 

Many delegates arrived on Wednesday, in order to take part in the activities happening on Thursday, which included a trip to the 

Palm Spring Air Museum, which houses the Worldôs largest collection of WWII, Korean and Viet Nam war aircraft.  Ken Muzzy led 

this interesting group.  A Celebrity Homes tour, of Palm Springs, was also offered on Thursday, led by Maxine Hanlon of Orange 

Council.   

The Pub Crawl, sponsored by Steamboat Ski & Resort Corp., led by Judy Thurman, kicked off at the Renaissance Indian Wells, fol-

lowed by a bus trip into downtown Palm Springs to check out the Street Fair, and then everyone returned to the Hyatt for dessert and 

a final drink. 

Activities continued on Friday morning, kicking off with the 13th annual Michael German Memorial Golf Tournament, led by Sally 

Lash.  Our golfers met at the Indian Wells Golf Club for a light breakfast and then headed out to the course for a fun 18 holes of golf.  

Sponsored by Club Med, our group enjoyed the camaraderie of some of our industry partners, and friends for a few hours of time in 

the desert sun.  Barbara Blasé and her crew rounded players up for photos, using floral leis, and Hawaiian attire for photos through-

out the day.  A barbecue lunch, with awards and raffle prizes topped off the event. 

Other activities included a Spa Day, at the beautiful Agua Serena Spa, onsite at the Hyatt, and a Tram Ride on the Palm Springs Ae-

rial Tram, taking riders up to San Jacinto State Park.   Guests were able to hike at the top of the tram, and then ride back down for 

lunch at the Pines Caf®. Following these optional activities, the entire group met up at the Hyattôs Oasis Pool for the annual Pool 

Party. Thanks to all the Central Council ladies who, along with Mary Ann Mudge (Brian Head Resort), sponsor, put on this wild and 

wacky party.  

The Silent Auction and Trade Show, on Friday night was the time for delegates, and visitors to visit with our Industry Partners, 

checking out the various ski areas, travel companies, lodging partners and tour operators to plan trips for the coming year.  This year, 

we allowed our Travel Expo participants to begin getting their Passports signed off early, by visiting with the resort of their choice, 

talking with representatives, and asking questions about the amenities that each one offers their guests, during the Tradeshow.  The 

actual Travel Expo was held on Saturday morning, so that delegates could finish up with their appointments, or sit down with their 

favorite resort representative for some quality time to plan a winter trip. 

There were three terrific Snowsport Leadership Academy sessions to choose from this year: ñAre You CoveredéA Look at Your 

Clubsô Liabilities, Causes and Insuranceò, led by Fred Liebel, United Insurance Brokers, and Jim Hovren, Attorney at Law; 

ñStrategic Travel Planningé Delivers Successful Tripsò, led by Debbie Stewart, Stephen Hall (SkiGroup.Net), Joan Thornton 

(Mayflower Tours), Sean McErlean (Holidaze Ski Tours), and Pierre-Yves Mazeud (Sports America Tours); and ñGetting Over the 

Ifs, Through the Ands, and Around the Buts ...Overcoming Objectionsò, led by Afarah Board, Michael Bouton and Todd Hood. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Team Westy:  James Burns, Linda Westlund, and 

Doug Barr  

Pool Party  

Greg Robinson and Shirley Thompson 

enjoy themselves at the Oasis Pool, 

Pool Party. 

Two Public Affair sessions were offered.  The morning session, moderated by John Watson, Barbara Alley Simon, Nancy 

Ingalsbee and Ingrid Wicken, discussed the topics of skier history, the ways of Washington D.C., and the impact of skier fash-

ion on the industry. The topic for the afternoon session was issues affecting the sport of skiing and ski sesorts. The moderator 

was Steve Coxen. Speakers included Dr. Jon Kedrowski, author and ski mountaineer, and Curtis Fong, NASJA journalist from 

the Tahoe area. Dr. Kedrowski was our 2019 Convention Keynote Speaker and winner of the Bill Berry Featured Article 

Award in 2019 and 2018. Curtis Fong was winner of the 2019 Bill Berry Hard News Award. 

Saturday eveningôs banquet was sponsored by Diamond Peak Resort.  The highlights of the evening were the awards pre-

sented to a number of outstanding men and women throughout the Far West Ski Association, and our Industry Partners.  

(Photos can be seen elsewhere in this magazine). 

Sunday morning was the time set for the General Session, the reason that everyone was gathered togetheré.to hold our an-

nual meeting and to elect new officers within the organization.  Communication awards were presented to clubs and councils 

for their participation in the Outstanding Newsletters, and Websites, along with the Charities and Our Communities Award.  

Photos of these are seen elsewhere in the magazine as well. 

Thank you to the Orange Council of Ski Clubs for hosting the annual event.  Your time and efforts were deeply appreciated.  

To all the other clubs and councils who volunteered their timeé.thank you as well. 

We hope to see you all at the Red Lion on the River, Jantzen Beach, in Portland, Oregon, next May 28-31, 2020.  Northwest 

Ski Club Council is anxiously waiting for you all to join us, where we will be ñRollinô On the Riverò.  See YOU there. 

 

 

(Continued from page 4) 
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88th Annual Far West Ski Association Convention 

May 28 - 31, 2020 
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Event Sponsors 
87th Annual FWSA Convention  

by Debbi Kor, VP of Marketing & Sponsorship 
 

We extend our appreciation to the following sponsors of Far West Ski Associationôs 87th Annual 

Convention. Their generous support was a significant contribution to the financial success of this 

yearôs convention. By offsetting convention costs through the sponsorship program, we are able 

to offer a more affordable delegate registration fee. Please include these industry partners in your 

travel plans for 2019-2020. 

  

Western Ski Heritage Prize 

Since 2000, Steamboat has donated a 5-night ski pack-

age for two with lodging, lift tickets, rentals, a tour and a 

half day lesson. 

 Councilsô Man & Woman of Year 

Since 2001, Big White Ski Resort has donated a 5-night 

ski package for two with lodging and lift tickets to the 

Councilsô Man and Woman of the Year winners. 

 

Athletic Scholarships 

Since 2004, funds for the scholarships are provided 

through contributions from Whitefish Mountain Re-

sort, The Inn at Whitefish Lake, The Firebrand 

(Averill Hospitality Group) and Karbon  (Shure Sports 

USA) 

 

 Safety Award 

Since 2015, Telluride has been the sponsor of the Safety 

Award.  Telluride and Mountain Lodge and have do-

nated a 4-night ski package for two with lodging, lift 

tickets and rentals.  

  

Environment Award  

Aspen/Snowmass, The Gant and The Crestwood do-

nate a 5-night ski package for two with lodging, lift 

tickets, rentals and a lesson to the winner of the Environ-

ment Award. 

Program Sponsors 
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2019 Convention Sponsors  

Pub Crawl 

Thursday evening 

Continental Breakfast 

Saturday Morning 

Luncheon 

Saturday 

    Golf Tournament 

       Friday Morning 

Pool Party 

Friday  Afternoon 

Spa Day 

Friday Morning 

Wine Service 

Saturday Lunch 

Keynote Speaker 

Saturday Afternoon 

Beer Sponsor 

Friday  Evening 

Delegate Totes 

Convention 

Neck Wallets 

Convention 

Wine Service 

Saturday Lunch 

Eye Opener Hosts 

Sunday Morning 

Beer Sponsor 

Saturday Lunch 

Spa Day 

Friday Morning 

Wine Service 

Friday evening 

Spa Day 

Friday Morning 

Wine Service 

Friday evening 

Wine Sponsor 

Saturday Lunch 
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Silent Auction & Travel Expo 
2019 Participants  

by Jeannine Davis and Debbi Kor  

The Far West Ski Association and the Orange Council of Ski Clubs extend their appreciation and 

sincere gratitude to the 34th Annual Silent Auction and 18th Annual Travel Expo participants. 

The success of this event is made possible by the continued support from our industry partners.  

Alpine Adventures, FL 

Aspen/Snowmass, CO 

Aspen Skiing Company, CO 

Averill Hospitality, MT 

Banff Lodging Company, Canada 

Banff Sunshine, Canada 

Best Western Premier at Brian Head, UT 

Betty Donellan, TX 

Bahia Principe Resort, Mexico 

Big Sky Resort, MT 

Big White Ski Resort, Canada 

BikeTours.com, TN 

Brian Head Resort, UT 

ClubExpress, IL 

Club Med, FL 

Crystal Inn Hotel Downtown Salt Lake City, UT 

Crystal Inn Hotel & Suites Midvalley, UT 

Deer Valley Resort, UT 

Destination Residences Snowmass, CO 

Diamond Peak Ski Resort, CA  

DoubleTree by Hilton, OR 

Drury Hotels, MO 

Fairmont Banff Springs Hotel, Canada 

Fairmont Chateau Lake Louise, Canada 

Holidaze Ski Tours, NJ 

Huntley Lodge, MT 

Hyatt Regency Indian Wells Resort & Spa, CA 

Indian Wells Chamber of Commerce, CA 

Jackson Hole Mountain Resort, WY 

Kandahar Lodge, MT 

Mammoth Mountain Inn, CA 

Mammoth Mountain Ski Area, CA 

Marco Vincent Dive Resort, Philippines 

Mayflower Tours, CA 

Michael Bouton-Bogus Basin Ski Club, ID 

Miracle Springs Resort & Spa, CA 

Mountain Lodge, CO 

Powder Mountain, UT 

Red Lion on the River Jantzen Beach, OR 

Roatan Charter, FL 

Ruby Mountain Helicopter Skiing, NV 

SilverStar Mountain Resort, Canada 

Ski.com, CO 

Ski Banff-Lake Louise-Sunshine, Canada 

Skigroup.net, CO 

Snakedance Condominiums, NM 

Snowmass Ski Resort, CO 

Snowmass Tourism, CO 

Sports America Tours, CA 

Steamboat Ski & Resort Corp., CO 

Squaw Valley/Alpine Meadows, CA 

Sun Peaks Resort, Canada 

(Continued on page 10) 



 

The Councilman, Fall 2019                                   10                                                  www.fwsa.org 

Sun Valley Resort, ID 

Taos Ski Valley, NM 

Telluride Ski Resort, CO 

The Crestwood, CO 

The Firebrand Hotel, MT 

The Gant, CO 

The Inn at Whitefish Lake, MT 

The Lake Louise Ski Resort, Canada 

The Limelight Hotel, ID 

The Transportation Network, UT 

Thunder Mountain Motorsports, UT 

Vail Resorts, CO 

Val DôIsere Condos, CA 

Whitefish Mountain Resort, MT 

Winter Park Resort, CO 

Wyndham Vacation Rentals, CO 

Zermatt Utah Adventure Resort & Spa, UT 

Convention photos provided by: 

Eric Van Pelt Photography 

Events, Weddings, Family Portraits, Ski Conventions, Contact Eric  

at 619-994-7358 / Eric@EricVanPelt.com or visit online: VanPeltProductions.com 

mailto:Eric@EricVanPelt.com
http://www.vanpeltproductions.com
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Convention Volunteer VIPs 

Our thanks and appreciation to all the volunteers from Orange Council of Ski Clubs, Los Angles Council 
of Ski Clubs and Far West Ski Association for their assistance in making the 2019 FWSA Convention a 
success.  

Far West Ski Association President          Gloria Raminha 

FWSA Convention Chairperson                               Debbi Kor 

Host Council Convention Coordinator   Sheila Van Guilder 

Convention Sponsorship Chairperson                 Debbi Kor 

Silent Auction & Snowsports Trade Show / Travel Expo   

     Silent Auction Chairperson                        Jeannine Davis 

     Travel Expo Chairperson                               Fran Long 

     Silent Auction Accounting                                Bill King  

     Silent Auction Bid Runners Coordinators          Ken Muzzy 

                  Sara Rosell 

     Host Council Silent Auction Volunteer Coordinator        

                 Jess Gorman 

     Auctioneer                                                Tucker Hoffmann 

FWSA Awards   

     Service Awards Chairperson              Steve Coxen 

     Service Awards Processes and Procurement  Joe Harvis 

               Jane Wyckoff 

     Awards Booklet           Leigh Gieringer 

     Awards PowerPoint Presentation            Barbara Razo 

     Club and Council Communications Awards Chairperson

          Bill King  

Councilsô Man & Woman of the Year Recognition   

     Chairperson               Sheri Parshall 

     Reception Hostess           Maxine Hanlon 

 

Logo & Pins Graphics and Design           Catherine Ohl 

Council Volunteer Coordinator           Norbert Knapp 

Registration   

     Convention Delegate Registrar           Jean McCasey 

     Registration Tote Bags                 Sheila Van Guilder 

     Delegate Registration Volunteer Coordinator   George Kish 

     Celebrity Guests and VIP Registration               Randy Lew 

     Celebrity Guests and VIP Hostess    Barbara Lee Blase 

     Coupon Books                  Karen James, Barbara Razo 

FWSA Convention Treasurer                             Randy Lew 

FWSA Convention Finances/Contract Management 

                Jane Wyckoff 

Snowsports Leadership Academy, Credentials Chairperson

            Michael Bouton 

Optional Events   

     Palm Springs Air Museum                 Ken Muzzy 

     Legends & Icons Homes Tour & Agua Serena Spa Day 

             Maxine Hanlon 

     Get Your Party On ï Pub Crawl           Judy Thurman 

     13th Annual Michael German Memorial Golf Tournament

                    Sally Lash 

     San Jacinto Tram Ride   Carol Kane 

     Aqua Serena Spa           Maxine Hanlon 

     Pool Party       Fran Long 

Door Prize Donations      Debbi Kor 

Publicity                Jane Wyckoff, Maxine Hanlon 

Convention Video           George Stewart 

Decorations             Agnes Johnson, Anne Barneson 

Hospitality Room Coordinator            Judy Thurman 

FWSA Event Signage Coordinator          Jeannine Davis 

Convention Website - Webmaster                         Catherine Ohl 

Delegate Book Editor    Jo Simpson 

Nominations & Elections                Steve Coxen 

Parliamentarian                 George Kish 

Resolutions                  Randy Lew 

    

Convention Photographer ï Van Pelt Productions    

                Eric Van Pelt 

Silent Auction & Awards Banquet Entertainment ï Can-Do 

Productions, Inc,            Victor Cannon 

Signage - Starbright Creations         Emilio Trampuz 



 

The Councilman, Fall 2019                                   12                                                  www.fwsa.org 

 

MASTERS 

 

 

NOVICE 

Pacific Rim Alliance 

Catherine Ohl 

Long Beach Ski Club 

Catherine Singer 

Mountain High Snow sport Club 

Emilio Trampuz  

U.S.Adaptive Recreation Center 

Tom Pierce 

Unrecables 

Gordon Cordona 

Conejo Ski Club 

Steven Soukup 

WENTWORTH -- OUTSTANDING PUBLICATION awards 

OUTSTANDING WEBSITES - CLUBS 

MASTERS 

 

ADVANCED 

 

NOVICE 

Reno Ski & Recreation Club 

Sandra Stocks 

Phoenix Ski Club 

Chris Gerchak and Ellen Odart 

Bogus Basin Ski Club 

Craig Olsen 

Inskiers 

Don McCoury and Bob Burke 

Mountain High Snowsport Club 

Emilio Trampuz  

Conejo Ski Club 

Bill Welty  

Pacific Rim Alliance 

Catherine Ohl 

CATEGORY FIRST SECOND THIRD 

OUTSTANDING WEBSITES - COUNCIL 

Bay Area Snow Sports Council 

Cathy and Jenn Wilson 

San Diego Council of Ski Clubs 

Laura Meldrum  

Arizona Ski Council 

James Nachbar 

TOLLAKSON OUTSTAINDING CLUB 

Long Beach Ski Club 

Kris Flaig  

NOVICE 

2019 CLUB & COUNCIL COMMUNICATION AWARD WINNERS 
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Katie Balkwell, Big White Ski Resort shouts out 

a ñhelloò. 

Steve Raftis, ClubExpress, talks with convention attendee 

David Sones.  
Sean Rayner, Michael McCamant, and Max Jensen have some 

great ideas for the Park City resort area.  

Kevin Bracken invites everyone to 

join him and his staff at Sun Valley 

for Ski Week 2021. 

Sara Clemons from Sports America is ready to talk 

about trips. 

Josh Pelczar speaks to a club member 

about the Ski Week trip to Big Sky 

Barbara Razo and Jane Wyckoff visit with Hannah Penning-

ton from Grouse Mountain Lodge  
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Lisa Morgan, Telluride, discusses lodging properties 

with a convention attendee. 

Thomas Kalman, Doug Barr and Gloria Saiya-Wood 

ñgoing Hollywoodò 

Thomas Kalman, Mary Manning and Lisa Jennings, repre-

senting Aspen/Snowmass, Snowmass Tourism and Destina-

tion Residences in Snowmass 

Bike Tours: Wesley Pundt, Kimberly Wil-

liamson, and Taylor Southard talk to Becky 

Robinson about their extraordinary bike trips. 

David Bessette displays many of Vail Resorts 

various properties.  

April Bruder, Steamboat, welcomes all to come to share the 

ñPowder Experienceò on mountain. 
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Jeannine Davis presents 15-year award to Sara Wayman, 

Powder Mountain 

Jeannine Davis presents 30-year award to Paul Kozuch, and 

25-year award to Hannah Pennington, of Whitefish Moun-

tain Resort and Grouse Mountain Lodge, respectively.  

Debbi Kor presents Sponsorship Certificate to April Bruder 

and Larry Young, Steamboat Ski & Resort Corporation  

Jeannie Davis presents 25-year 

award to Gloria Saiya-Woods, 

Ski.com 

Debbi Kor presents Sponsorship Certificate to Josh Pelczar, 

Big Sky Resort and Mike Hibbard, Sports America Tours  

Debbi Kor presents Sponsorship Cer-

tificate to Kevin Bracken, Sun Valley 

Resort 

Debbi Kor presents Sponsorship 

Certificate to Shawn Daus, Jackson 

Hole Mountain Resort 
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Susie Casillas and Chris OôConnell, Club Med Sponsors, with 

Sheri Parshall and Sally Lash  

Debbi Kor presents Sponsorship Certificate to Evie Olsen 

and Mary Ann Mudge, Brian Head Resort  

Convention Host Council:  Orange Council of Ski Clubs 

Jeannine Davis, Silent Auction Chairperson  

Debbie Stewart, leading her Snowsports Leadership Acad-

emy Session ñStrategic Travel PlanningéDelivers Success-

ful Tripsò 
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Mary Manning, and Fran Long, present Janine Rands with the 

Environment Award, sponsored by Aspen/Snowmass 

Debi Phelps wins the Joe Ross award. 

Linda McGavin winner of the Hans Georg Award for long term 

contribution to snow sports 

Joe Harvis, winner of the J. Stanley Mullin Award  
Jeannine Davis, 2019 recipient of the Elizabeth "Schatzi" 

Wood award pictured with 2018 winner, Jane Gutierrez  

Bill Berry Award for Hard News:  Curtis Fong picture with 

Steven Coxen, FWSA Past President 
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Dee Armstrong accepting for Hannah Nishimoto, winner 

of the Jimmy Heuga Award presented by Gloria 

Raminha, FWSA President  

Steve Coxen, John Watson & Jane Wyckoff presenting the Snow 

Sports Builder Award to Barbara Alley Simon.  

Bill Berry Award for a Featured Article win-

ner, Dr. Jon Kedrowski  

Bill Mackey Award:  Larry Young of Steamboat Resort  pre-

sented by Gloria Raminha 

The President's Award was awarded to Debbi Kor, VP Market-

ing & Sponsorship and Convention Chair,  pictured left, with 

Gloria Rahmina, FWSA President and Connie Burdette (not 

pictured) outgoing editor of the Councilman.  

Western Ski Heritage Award winners: Jane Wyckoff, Judith Miller, 

and Steve Markman.  Jane and Judith are pictured with award spon-

sor Larry Young of Steamboat Resort  



 

The Councilman, Fall 2019                                   19                                                  www.fwsa.org 

Bob Ellis, with John Walsh, winner f the Terry Smith Award 

Current and former J. Stanley Mullen Award winners  

Current and former Elizabeth ñSchatziò Wood Award winners  
Current and former Hans Georg Award winners  

Tommi Tyndall Award, Steamboat Ski & Resort Corpora-

tion.  Larry Young and April Bruder accepting.  

Other awards not shown 

Jordan-Reilly Award ï  Kim Stravers, Mammoth Lakes, CA  

Warren Miller Modern Media Award ï Tyler Wilkinson-Ray, Colin Arisman and Faith E. Brigs for the short film 
ñBrotherhood of Skiingò  

Pete Smith, winner of the Safety Award 
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Debbie and George Stewart, with Mary Alexander at the 

FWSA International Travel booth. 
Silent Auction Chairperson, Jeannine Davis, with her right-hand 

helper, Allison Razo. 

Charities and Our Communities Chairperson, Sigrid Noack 

and Mary Olhausen proudly display many of the charitable 

organizations that FWSA clubs support. 

Far West History Programs on view with John Watson and 

Ingrid Wicken  

Bid runners from the U.S. Adaptive Recreation Center at Big 

Bear 

Maxine Hanlon, Stan Mullen, Jr., and Nancy Ingalsbee  
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Golf Tournament Hosts: Chris Gill, Mike and Eileen San-

ford, and Lady Barbara Blasé.  

The ladies of Central Council  Intermountain Ski Council members  

Los Angeles Council of Ski Clubs members  
Sierra Council members  

Dr. Jon Kedrowski, Curtis Fong and Steve Coxen 

in afternoon Public Affairs session 
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Sheri Parshall 

Councilsô Man and Woman of the Year 
FAR WEST HONORS ITS CLUB AND COUNCIL VOLUNTEERS  

FWSA is delighted to announce Becki Robinson and Todd Hood, representing Northwest Ski Club Council and the National Broth-
erhood of Skiers-Western Region, respectively, as the 2019 FWSA Councilôs Man & Woman of the Year Recognition Program win-
ners at this yearôs Far West Ski Association Annual Convention, held at the Hyatt Regency Indian Wells, June 13-16, 2019. 

 

I would like to especially thank our judges, who generously gave a substantial amount of time to our program this year: Harry Davis 
(Bay Area Snow Sports Council), Kim Hovren (Intermountain Ski Council), Sandy Blackwell (Los Angeles Council of Ski Clubs), 
Brenda Holden (National Brotherhood of Skiers ï Western Region), Eileen Hines (Northwest Ski Club Council), Carol Kane 
(Orange Council of Ski Clubs), Barbara Blasé (San Diego Council of Ski Clubs), and Jo Simpson (Sierra League and Council). 

 

We also thank the council presidents and councils, who have given so much support to our programðthe program canôt continue 
without your support! 

 

And last, but CERTAINLY not least, we thank Big White Ski Resort, who has been our signature sponsor since 2002. Their generos-
ity helps us reward the efforts of those ski club members who have been outstanding in service to their clubs, their councils, FWSA 
and their communities. 

 

We introduced the honorees to you in Marchðhere are a few details about each. We want you all to see how hard they work for their 
clubs and councils. 

 

Bay Area Snowsports Council 

Gail Burns 

Gail is a member and past board member of Inskiers Ski & Snowboard Club, whereôs sheôs organized trips, and worked to solicit 
items for an annual auction.  She is currently the travel director for Bay Area Snowsports Council. At the age of 10, she fell in love 
with skiing as a member of the Trolls Ski Club in Illinois. 

 

Intermountain Ski Council  

Tama Lamm and Colby Nielsen 

Tama is a member of McCall Winter Sports Club, and member of their board of directors for over 6 years.  Tama is team manager of 
the clubs U10 race team, the Little Ski Hill After School Program, and the Payette Lakes Ski Club. 

Colby, also a member of the McCall Winter Sports Club, has been a board member of the club for 3 years. Colby is also the general 
manager of the Little Ski Hill in McCall, and works with several outside organizations to secure the future of the organization. 

 

Los Angeles Council of Ski Clubs 

Regina Reilly and Victor Chan 

Regina, a member and current president of Wailers Ski Club, has been successful with streamlining club on-line accounting, devel-
oping procedures for board positions, and recruiting. She is also a member of the National Ski Patrol at Snow Valley. 

Victor is a member of the Unrecables, and is has been an instructor for the club for the past five years, helping with equipment and 
using advanced video techniques to enhance training. He is working to design and develop new equipment which can be used by 
club members, enjoys attending club fundraisers and other events. 

 

(Continued on page 23) 
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National Brother of Skiers ï Western Region 

Teri Allard and Todd Hood 

Teri is the current president of Inland Empire Ski & Sports Club, and has also served as newsletter editor, VP and trip coordinator. 
Sheôs worked to promote activities and experiences to underserved and ñnever-everò youth. Teri is Western Region Director of the 
NBS, and a board member of the NBS. 

Todd is a member of Snowbusters Ski Club of Pasadena, where he is a past board member. He is currently VP Membership of the 
Los Angeles Council of Ski Clubs, and a National Board Member of the NBS.  He also works in several capacities with FWSA. 

 

Northwest Ski Club Council 

Becki Robinson and Ryan Rooper 

Becki is a member of the Bend Ski Club and is the social media director. She has been a successful fundraiser and outreach coordi-
nator. Becki is on the NWSCC board as social media director and regional rep for Bend and Eugene, OR, and a social media contact 
for the National Ski Council Federation. 

Ryan is a member of Cascade Ski Club, where he has been the liaison for youth racing since 2014. He is the club racing coordinator 
for PACRAT and NASTAR.  Ryan also participates on the board of the Oregon Interscholastic Ski Racing Association and coaches 
for a local high school. 

 

Orange Council of Ski Clubs 

Sheila Van Guilder and Drew Young 

Sheila is a member of Balboa Ski & Sports Club, where she has served in several board positions. She is currently the president of 
Orange Council, and is also serving as the Host Convention Chairman for this yearôs fabulous convention! 

Drew, also a member of Balboa Ski & Sports Club, has been a director for five years. Drew has worked hard on charitable events, 
including sending packages to deployed military, and collecting Toys for Tots for families of deployed military. 

 

San Diego Council of Ski Clubs 

Mary Jo and David Arnold  

Mary Jo is a member of North Island Snowdrifters, where sheôs held several positions, including treasurer (present), Mammoth Club 
Trip leader and co-travel director. She races in the Alpine League, and has participated in several FWSA ski weeks, and is ñalways in 
costumeò! 

David, also a member of North Island Snowdrifters, is a past president as well as other board positions.  He has worked on FWSA 
conventions, and is current Vice President of San Diego Alpine League. 

 

Sierra League & Council 

Debi Phelps and Steven Kelly 

Debi is a member of Tahoe Donner Senior Alpine Ski Club, where sheôs provided active support to numerous ski- and non-ski-
related club activities year-round.  She is the current BAC race director, and Sierra Council Travel director.  Debi is also on the 
board of the Far West Racing Association. 

Steven is a member of the Reno Ski and Recreation Club.  He has served as secretary of the club for two years, and as club president. 

 

(Continued from page 22) 

FWSA Man and Woman of the Year 

Todd Hood and Becki Robinson 

FWSA Man and Woman of the Year Honorees 
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Joe Harvis 

VP Communications 

It has been a very busy few months migrating our existing website to Club Express and building our member database.  We are very 

close to launching the new website and member management system.  While we donôt have a specific launch date yet, we should be 

live before you see this issue of the Councilman go to press. 

Our long-time editor of the Councilman, Connie Burdett has decided to step down after the publication of the Spring 2019 issue.  We 

wish Connie a fulfilling retirement and thank her for her many years of service to FWSA. 

We welcome Nick Cowell as the new Editor of the Councilman.  Nick came on board at the June convention and he was anxious to 

get started.  The Fall 2019 issue is his first edition.  Join me in welcoming Nick to the team. 

Leigh Gieringer is our editor/publisher and Jane Wycoff our assistant editor of the Far West Skierôs Guide.  They both put numerous 

hours proofreading all the articles and formatting each issue.  Please congratulate them on publishing issue number 32. 

Debbi Kor is the editor and distributor of the Far West News Flash.  The News Flash is a monthly newsletter informing us of current 

and future events within the Far West community. Thank you Debbi for all you do for FWSA.  If you want to be kept up on what 

FWSA is doing, sign up to receive the News Flash at http://fwsa.org/MemberCorner/Publications/NewsFlash/newsFlash.html and 

enter your email address 

All our publications are in digital format and are accessible from the Far West website at http://fwsa.org/MemberCorner/

Publications/publications.html. 

George Stewart, our multimedia chair, continues to produce more videos and slide shows for us.  They can be found at https://

www.youtube.com/user/FarWestSkiAssoc. 

With our new website going live this fall we send many thanks to Catherine Ohl, our long-time webmaster who is vacating this role. 

Please join me in thanking Catherine for her many years of service to FWSA. 

Now that our new website is live, you will see many new features to make adding and registering for trips, conventions and other 

events much easier including making your payments.  It will also simplify many of our administrative tasks too. 
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Chris Gill 

VP Council Services 
The Vice President, Council Services together with the presidents of the 10 FWSA member councils manages programs and initia-

tives that benefit our clubsðthe grassroots of FWSA.  We have a talented and involved group of council presidents and program 

chairs who work hard to administer the programs that we manage. 

Council Services oversees the following FWSA programs:  Club and Council Communication and Outstanding Club Awards, Coun-

cilsô Man and Woman of the Year Recognition, Charities and Our Community, and Family and Youth Involvement. 

The club and council awards provide an opportunity to reward hard working volunteers.  Our committee chairs strive to administer 

competitions that are relevant and that are easy to enter. 

The Charity & Community Service recognition, chaired by Sigrid Noack, highlights the good work our clubs and councils do to 

benefit their communities.  Our councils and clubs provide an amazing amount of support to local and national charities.  The con-

siderable charity and community work of FWSA clubs is further detailed by Sigrid on page 36.  The yearly club and council charity 

awards program provides clubs and councils the opportunity to document and showcase their good work for their communities. The 

top scoring clubs and councils are invited to bring a display board or slide show to the annual FWSA convention so that participants 

can see the all the good work that they do that makes them top scorers. 

The Councilsô Man and Woman of the Year program invites councils to send an outstanding man and woman from their member 

clubs to the annual FWSA convention, where they are honored, and compete for the FWSA Councilsô Man and Woman of the Year 

Award.  Sheri Parshall chairs this award and has made changes to ensure that each candidate has a wonderful convention experience. 

The 2018 council candidates and the FWSA winners are highlighted on the awards page here.  We are grateful to Big White Ski Re-

sort for their sponsorship of this program over many years. They provide a ski trip for two to the resort to the FWSA winning man 

and woman candidates. 

The Club and Council Communications and Outstanding Club Awards saw significant changes in the application and judging proc-

ess two years ago.  Bill King has finished his first year as chair and we are pleased that submissions in all categories increased sig-

nificantly over 2018.  He has plans in mind to further streamline the application and judging process for 2020. 

The Family and Youth Program is chaired by Linda Coxen. She worked with the FWSA Outreach Committee on how to attract new, 

younger members into our clubs. 

Council Services strives to provide our hundreds of FWSA ski clubs with tools and information to successfully serve their members.  

We welcome ideas and feedback from club members and anyone reading this publication. Please contact me with your ideas and 

requests for information at chrismgill@me.com.  I look forward to hearing from you. 
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Debbie Stewart 

VP International Travel 
FWSAôs 10th Annual Scuba Dive trip to the Philippines 

We successfully worked with Roatan Charter, Inc. as our tour operator 

for the 2019 Philippines Dive Trip.  17 scuba divers and non-diver par-

ticipants enjoyed their tropical vacation September 28 ï October 12, 

2019.  They departed the US and flew into Manila, Philippines.  

The Philippines, Center of the Worldôs Marine Biodiversity, consists of 

more than 7,600 islands in the western Pacific Ocean and spreads across 

over 132,000 square miles. It has an uncountable number of coral reefs, 

deep and shallow dive sites, 3,000+ marine species that spoil divers for-

ever! Every dive was a new experience from whale sharks to juvenile 

frogfish, from flamboyant cuttlefish to ghost pipefish.  

The full two-week trip included 5 nights at the Azure Dive Resort in 

Dauin/Dumaguete area on the island of Negros where we  dove with whale sharks at Oslob along with some great muck diving in the 

Dauin Marine Sanctuaries with Blennies, seahorses, and juvenile frogfish along with an amazing number of different nudibranches. 

When they completed their 5 nights at the Azure, the group flew 

back to Manila and shuttled by bus and boat to the wonderful 

Marco Vincent Dive Resort, where they spent 9 nights there enjoy-

ing the renowned ñWhite Beachesò of Puerta Galera on the island 

of Mindoro.  This area was declared a United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Man and Bio-

sphere Reserve in 1973. Famous dive sites included Verde Island 

and Apo Reef. 

Whether youôre an experienced or beginning diver, or just want a 

gorgeous vacation escapeéyouôll love the FWSA annual dive 

trips! 

FWSAôs 11th Annual Scuba Dive trip to Cozumel 

Weôre planning aheadéand you should too!  Working with 

Roatan Charter, Inc., weôll be offering another amazing adventure trip for the scuba diver and non-diver alike.  The dates are October 

3-10, 2020, so mark your calendar now. 

Weôll be staying at the beautiful Iberostar Resort, located close to the 2nd largest reef system in the world.  The Iberostar Cozumel 

provides you with all the necessary elements for an unforgettable 5-star vacation in Mexicoôs Caribbean. Perfectly combining rustic 

elements with modern touches, this resort features bungalow suites that provide a unique getaway.  With a beautiful beach-front lo-

(Continued on page 27) 
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cation, it is the proud holder of the Green Globe Certification. The beauty and abundant marine life of Cozumel scuba diving has 

been documented by famous oceanographers such as Jacques Cousteau. Scuba diving in Cozumel is made even more amazing by the 

ocean´s crystal clear waters, providing incredible visibility.   

The land package will include 7 nights accommodations;  the resort is all-inclusive including all meals and drinks, 5  2-tank morning 

dives, 2 dives in the Cenotes, 1-night dive and complimentary Nitrox.  Roundtrip airport transfers to the hotel are included plus all 

hotel service fees, resort fees and taxes.   

2020 Intôl Ski/Adventure trip to Davos, Switzerland with Portugal extension trip 

If youôre looking to go big, then a Davos ski vacation is right up your alley!  Organizing with Holidaze Ski Tours, we will be enjoy-

ing our International Ski Week from February 28-March 7 and the Extension trip March 7-13, 2020.  When in Davos, we will be 

staying at the 5-Star SEEHOF hotel, offered at some incredible prices.   

Davos is an alpine town and municipality in the Pratti-

gau/Davos region in the canton of Graubunden, Swit-

zerland. Davos is located on the river Landwasser in 

the Rhaetian Alps. The alpine village consists of two 

parts ï the Davos Dorf (village) to the northeast to-

wards Klosters and Davos Platz (place) to the south-

west which opens into the valley.  Davos in Grisons is 

a place of superlatives.  The largest ski resort in Swit-

zerland and the highest city in Europe, Davos features 

5 separate skiing areas: Parsenn - the largest with pistes 

for all levels and the longest downhill run.  Jakobshorn 

ï renowned for its snowboarding as well as a variety of 

skiable terrain. Pischa, Madrisa and Rinerhorn ï all 

family friendly with many outdoor activities on and off 

the mountain.  Davos is very well known for excellent 

skiing, the prestigious conference center which holds the worldôs Economic Forum and reputation for high quality Wellness Centers. 

Davos offers many opportunities for both skiers and non-skiers alikeéa FWSA International Ski Week trip you wonôt want to miss. 

During the Portugal extension trip we will stay 3 nights in Lisbon, 3 nights in Porto. We will venture out from each of these cities for 

our day tours along with free days to explore on your own.  As soon as we arrive in the capital of Portugal, and Europe's second-

oldest capital, Lisbon, we will understand why everyone talks about its special light. The almost constant presence of sunshine and 

the close relation with the River Tejo transforms the Portuguese capital into a mirror of infinite colors ï highlighting the cityôs 

unique architecture and beauty.  There are so many things to see and do in Lisbon that you will be happy to lose yourself in the 

streets... As you walk through Lisbon you will find streets filled with heritage monuments, belvederes with breathtaking views, and 

the narrow typical streets of the old neighborhoods where the city was first developed.  The modern side of the city will also capti-

vate you, with architectural masterpieces that deserve a stop to be admired. At night, the options are also endless! You can discover 

more about the soul of the city in a óFadoô house or visit the bohemian bars and riverside clubs at Bairro Alto and Santos.  

We will enjoy the charm of Porto and of courseéenjoy the Port!  We hope Lisbon will captivate you and be engraved in your best 

travel memories forever! 

Trip registrations are being taken NOWédonôt hesitate to sign upéfor this exciting Ski Week and Adventure Trip you wonôt want 

to MISS! 

2020 Adventure trip to Croatia 

 FWSA and Alpine Adventures have coordinated this 2020 adventure trip to Croatia September 3 ï 13, 2020.  We will visit 

(Continued from page 26) 
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